
3. Horishi - The engraver glues the 
reverse drawing to a block of wood and 
carves away all the excess wood, leaving 
only the outline of the design on the 
block.

1. Surishi - The printer applies the colour 
to the blocks using a brush. 

5. Baren - The circular pad used to 
transfer the colour onto the paper from 
the printing block - the printer rubs the 
back of the paper to ensure that the 
paper absorbs the pigment.

4. Kôzo - The name of the paper used. 
The print in made on paper made from 
the fibres of the Mulberry tree. 

2. Shita-e - Ink drawing, a preparatory 
sketch is made by the artist. The drawing 
must be a mirror image.

The Japanese art of Ukiyo-e developed in the city of Edo (now Tokyo) during the Tokugawa or Edo 
period (1615-1868). It uses the complex technique of wood engraving to create detailed, colourful 
and magnificent images.  Link the definitions to the images  

Quiz 1 - What is Japanese 
Woodblock Printing?
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B
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D

E



Quiz 2 - What is Ukiyo-e ?

4. Beautiful women. Ukiyo-e artists often 
depicted elegant women in a variety of 
contexts.

3. The liveliness of kabuki theatre, Ukiyo-e 
showing actors in dramatic poses, often 
dressed in colourful and elaborate 
costumes.

Ukiyo-e' - A Buddhist expression meaning 'the floating world', used to explain that human life 
passed quickly, the word was later used to describe the pleasures of life. The "floating world" 
represents a world of pleasure, entertainment and excitement. Ukiyo-e often captures scenes from 
this dynamic, living world. Link descriptions to illustrations

5. Magnificent landscapes

 6. A famous actor

2. Mythical creatures

1. Ukiyo-e beautifully depicts all the 
seasons, like cherry blossoms in spring. A

B

C

D

E

F
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